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FINANCIAL AID & STUDY ABROAD 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
Can I use financial aid for my study abroad program? 
If you are currently receiving financial aid, many of your awards may be eligible for study abroad. Their 
eligibility depends on the type of program you are enrolling in. Please speak to your financial aid officer for 
more details on your award package for clarification on what awards will be eligible to apply to your study 
abroad program. 
 
Registered with selective service (if required) 

� Be enrolled in an eligible academic program 
� Satisfactory academic progress 
� Not in default on previous federal educational loan 

 
When should I file the FAFSA? Where do I get the forms? 
Apply early! Applications are available October 1

st for the following academic year (Fall-Spring-Summer). It is 
necessary to complete a new FAFSA for each academic year, as the form changes. If your program is in the 
summer, be sure to complete the FAFSA for the previous academic year and notify the Financial Aid office that 
you would like to be considered for summer financial aid. Applications can be found at: www.fafsa.ed.gov.  
 
How does financial aid get applied to my study abroad program? 
Within your study abroad application, you must indicate if you intend to use financial aid to cover the study 
abroad program. If this is indicated, the Study Abroad office will provide the financial aid office with an 
estimated budget for your study abroad program. If your award does not fully cover the cost, you can also view 
other funding options at: http://ww2.ramapo.edu/admissions/finaid/index.aspx or apply for additional 
scholarships at: http://ww2.ramapo.edu/international/studyabroad/studentinfo/scholarships.aspx. Some students 
in the past have also utilized private loans to support their study abroad experience. These tend to place higher 
interests on the loans, but allow you to request a higher amount of loan money.  
 
You will be required to pay any application fee(s) and deposit(s) prior to the distribution of your financial aid 
award, so please plan accordingly. 
 
Exchange Programs 
 
Once your financial aid award is distributed, it will first be applied to your Ramapo College invoice. Any 
remaining money will be provided to you as a refund. If your financial aid award amount does not cover your 
invoice(s), then you will be responsible to pay the balance.  
 
How many credits do I need to enroll in to receive financial aid? 
Each financial aid assistance program has different requirements. Generally speaking, you should investigate 
the individual program’s requirements. The Study Abroad office will indicate to the Financial Aid office the 
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