








Ref l ections from Abroad

Clockwise:
1. Visiting Stonehenge 
2. Browsing through old 
records in ɈThe Lanesɉ

3. View from the top of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral

4. My friends and I on 
Brighton Pier

5. Seeing Wicked in the West 
End

6. My sister and I in front of 
Big Ben

7. View from Brighton Pier
8. My friend and I in front of 
Tower Bridge

Hyde Park and ice skating in front of 
LondonɅs Natural History Museum.

Studying abroad taught me that 
life is meant to challenge you and 
overcoming those challenges is a 
great way to discover who you are 
as an individual. Being able to travel, 

not only around England and the 
United Kingdom, but throughout 
Europe, showed me that the world is 
a complex and incredible place that 
deserves to be explored. ϥ would 
encourage everyone to travel abroad 
at least once in their life. My advice 
to those who do study abroad would 

be to take it each day at a time, 
explore areas that aren’t on the 
Ɉtop sights to see,ɉ talk to the locals 
and, most importantly, write about 
your favorite thing that happened 
each day because it is amazing how 
quickly the time goes by.
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Alumni Profile

After my commencement from Ramapo, the post-
graduation blues hit me hard. The pressure to have 
an immediate plan for graduate school or to step 
into a career path right away did not seem to be the 
right option for me. After some research and much 
thought, I opted to leave home to teach English 
abroad with the English Program in Korea (EPϥK) in 
Busan, South Korea for one year. During that ɲrst 
year, I taught English at a high school, making friends 
with teachers from across the globe. A road trip with 
these friends, across the tip of Africa, led to a year of 
teaching English to adorable Kindergarten students in 
Seoul, South Korea. Both of these experiences gave 
me an edge; which in turn gave me the opportunity 
to apply for and be accepted to the prestigious Japan 
Exchange and Teaching (JET) program. ϥtɅs amazing 
how two years in South Korea led to my time in Japan.

 As ϥ reɳect on these few years, ϥ have diʛculty 
describing the impact living overseas has had, ɲrst 
with my study abroad semester in Bangalore, ϥndia 
and then my study abroad in Beijing and Shanghai, 
China over spring break my senior year. ϥndia gave 
me the conɲdence ϥ needed to explore and China 
showed me a part of the world ϥ could never have 
imagined. Now that ϥ have returned to the states from 
Japan, ϥ realize that when ϥ ɲrst made the decision 

Clockwise:
1. Kindergarten 

Cooking Class 
Seoul, South 
Korea, 2013

2. South Africa, 
Titiskarma 
2013, Post EPϥK 
program road 
trip 





Ref l ections from Abroad

It is a myth that science students 
cannot study abroad due to their 
sequences of classes and labs. With 
enough planning and motivation to 
explore the unknown, you can work 
toward the most suitable program for 
you and even pursue a program in 
a ɲeld that is not supported by your 
college.

I am majoring in chemistry to obtain 
a career in teaching and researching 
marine chemistry. Because Ramapo 
College does not oϜer a marine-related 
class or program,  I decided to take 
advantage of the programs oϜered by 
the Roukema Center of International 
Education.

There is a rich array of programs 
and my speciɲc interest could be 
accommodated. ϥ chose two programs in 
the summer of 2015. The ɲrst one was 
an international internship in Sydney, 
Australia, through Arcadia University and 
ϥ was a research assistant at Macquarie 
UniversityɅs Marine Ecology Group. ϥ 
worked on a project dealing with marine 
pollution with microplastics and their 
transfer throughout the food chain. ϥ 
earned the 2015 Arcadia University and 
Garmelle Le Vin Memorial Research 

Award for my work there. About 20 
hours after leaving Sydney, ϥ went to 
the Turks and Caicos Islands to pursue 
a research and ɲeldwork-based Applied 
Marine Research Techniques Program 
through the School for Field Studies. ϥt 
included classes, ɲeldwork, scientiɲc 
SCUBA diving and research ɀ ϥ worked 
on how aquatic parameters correlate 
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Ref l ections from Abroad

Top to bottom:
1. Sunset at Mt. Misen - While in Miyajima, some friends and ϥ decided to hike to the 
islandɅs mountaintop just in time for sunset. Pictured from left to right is yours 
truly, Mounir (Paris, France) Brent (Boulder, Colorado), and Adam (Springɲeld, 
Massachusetts).

2. Food Boat on the Hozugawa - As part of a student-organized trip into Kyoto, we took 
a riverboat ride to Arashiyama, a mountain with a monkey park located at the top.

3. Contemplating Ground Zero - This is the Hiroshima Peace Memorial, sometimes 
referred to as the A-Bomb Dome, one of the only structures that survived the 
 





Ref l ections from Abroad

Over the 2016 winter break ϥ was 
lucky enough to spend 10 days with 10 
fellow Ramapo students at Santuario de 
Lapas Natuwa in Arajnuez, Costa Rica. 
The sanctuary’s mission is to educate 
and practice conservation and habitat 
restoration. Many species are threatened 
due to deforestation and the destruction 
of their habitat, and from being sold in 
the illegal pet trade. Before ϥ left for the 
trip, ϥ was under the impression that my 
peers and ϥ would be doing volunteer 
work and contributing to small changes at 
the sanctuary. But what we gained was so 
much more.

Santuario de Lapas Natuwa is home 
to some of the most amazing animals, 
including green and scarlet macaws, 
jaguars, tapirs and monkeys, among 
others. ϥn order to support the animals, 
the workers put so much time, eϜort and 
love into the sanctuary and welcomed 
us with open arms. We were only at the 
sanctuary a little more than a week, but ϥ 
feel that the connections and friendships I 
made will last a lifetime.

The Alternative Break trip was the most 
personally challenging experience of my 
life, but it gave me more opportunities 

than ϥ could have imagined. ϥ was able 
to see the Costa Rican sunrise before 
feeding the animals, make wooden 
perches for the birds to enjoy, learn some 
Spanish and wake up every morning 
with a sense of excitement, wondering 
what would be in store for us that day. 
We were also lucky enough to have an 
excursion day where we went horseback 
riding through the mountains and zip-
lining through the Monteverde cloud 
rainforest. Being someone who is afraid 
of heights, pushing myself to the limit and 
conquering my fears was an unexpected 
and rewarding accomplishment. Being in 
Costa Rica forced me to try new things, 
including living a completely laid-back 
lifestyle ɲlled with geckos, birds and the 
biggest bugs ϥɅve ever seen.

For someone who knew little about 
conservation and Costa Rica in general, 
this trip was an eye-opening experience 
and I’m happy to say I learned so much 
from the sanctuary and the people who 
work there. The labor-intensive physical 
work, language barrier and overcoming 
personal challenges made this the most 
fulɲlling experience of my life and ϥ canɅt 
wait for my next visit to Costa Rica!
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Ref l ections from Abroad

BRIANNE BISHOP ’16

SCHOOL FOR FIELD STUDIES - 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
ATENAS, COSTA RICA

FALL 2015

Studying abroad through The School for Field 
Studies in Costa Rica was the best decision ϥ could 
have made in my undergraduate years at Ramapo. My ɲrst 
experience in Costa Rica was through the Alternative Winter Break 
program at Santuario De Lapas Natuwa. This was by far one of the 
most eye-opening, rewarding and life-changing experiences ϥ have 
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Renata Gangemi  |  Professor of Communication Arts
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA  |  MAY 2015

ϥ traveled to Argentina to present my ɲlm Stories of 
Courage: Argentinean Political Women. The ɲlm was 
presented in several venues in Buenos Aires, Rosario 
and San Juan, Argentina. ϥt was also screened several 
times in TeleSur a pan-american TV channel and was 
presented recently in the Museo de la Memoria and in 
the Argentinean Consulate in Madrid. ϥn June of 2015 
Argentinean Congress declared the ɲlm of National 
ϥnterest, a special award given to works that represent 
the values and idiosyncrasies of the country. The ɲlm 
has also been presented in Cuba, Europe and USA.

Amruth Kumar  |  Professor of Computer Science
PERU  |  JULY 2016

Innovation and Technology in Computer Science 
Education (ϥTiCSE) is an annual conference run by 
the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM), the 
premier professional body in Computer Science. The 
conference is international, peer-reviewed, and top-
rated. ϥt is being held in Arequipa, Peru in July 2016. 
I am serving as the Poster Chair on the organizing 
committee of this conference and ϥ will also be 
presenting a paper at the conference on “The 
EϜectiveness of Visualization for Learning Expression 
Evaluation: A Reproducibility Study.ɉ This presentation 
will provide international exposure to my work as 
well as promote the name of Ramapo College in 
international computing education and research circles. 

Iraida Lopez  |  Professor of Spanish Language 
and Literature
CUBA  |  OCTOBER 2015

I attended a Casa de las Américas conference - III 
Coloquio Internacional del Programa de Estudios Sobre 
Latinomþ

 at







Any current student, faculty, 
or alum is welcome to submit 

an article which discusses their 
reflections, opinions and reactions 

to an international experience. 
Article submissions should be 

limited to 250 words.
 

Photos should be appropriate, 
good quality and portray the 

location you visited.
 

Deadlines are as follows:
Fall edition – August 1

Spring edition – January 15
 

Please complete the form 
accessible with the link at

www.ramapo.edu/international/
multimedia/magazine/submit-
article-for-ramapo-unpacked/

 
If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact the 
Roukema Center for International 

Education (201) 684-7533 or 
goabroad@ramapo.edu

Would you like to 
be featured in our 

next edition of
RAMAPO  UNPACKED?
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